Resources for Studying Chinese, Living, Working and Loving China

www.chinese-forums.com/showthread.php?t=9739
These sources were collected with the help of www.chinese-forums.com, a great database for Chinese language, culture, and everything in between.  (Produced by doumeizhen of Beijing)

Key

G – General, sources that can be used by anyone

B – Beginners, sources easily used by beginning students of Mandarin

I – Intermediate, sources that require some knowledge of Mandarin

A – Advanced, sources that require high knowledge of Mandarin

* I, personally, think these are complicated. Please decide whether they should stay or not

** No experience with this, please advise on its usefulness.

Study Tools

B,I 
www.hanyu.com.cn/en/default.asp [Animated dialogues, karaoke, radio, and advanced readings]

**
http://www.euroasiasoftware.com/ht/index.html [All around Chinese program, with input help, flash-card maker, study lists, radical help, etc. Just released for free (PC ONLY)]

Dictionaries

B
http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/dictionary.html [Dictionary searchable by pinyin, character or English. Output in all three.]

B,I
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php [Chinese dictionary in traditional or simplified. Also has study tools]

B,I,A
http://www.zhongwen.com [Chinese Dictionary, Traditional; Word Web (links to other dictionaries]

A
http://140.111.34.46/dict/ [Guoyu Dictionary, extensive]

A
http://hua.umf.maine.edu/China/dictspec.html [Specialized Chinese dictionaries]

B,I,A
http://www.adsotrans.com/adso/uniedit.pl [dictionary interface for adsotrans]
Converters

I
http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/converter-simptrad.html [Converts Simplified to Traditional]

I
http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/converter-tradsimp.html [Converts Traditional to Simplified]

Annotators – Online

BIA
http://www.adsotrans.com [allows students to annotate Chinese texts with pinyin, tones, and vocabulary. Both Simplified and Traditional available.] 
I
http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/annotation.html [Annotates Simplified Chinese text with footnotes (character, pinyin, definition]
*I, A
http://www.popjisyo.com/ [Text Annotator, websites: English, Japanese, Korean, Chinese]


*I, A
http://www.rikai.com/perl/HomePage.pl?Language=Zh [Text Annotator]

Annotators – Offline

I,A
http://www.mandarintools.com/ [DimSum: offline reading tool with annotation, dictionary]

Text Editors

B, I
http://www.chinese-tools.com/tools/ime.html [Write Chinese using pinyin; online]

**
http://njstar.com/njstar/chinese/ [mainly a word processor, but version 5.0 also has a teaching mode which provides pop-up definitions and automated vocabulary list generator; demo version is fully functional, but need to pay for registration for all features, including the full dictionary]

Listening

B,I,A
http://www.ChinesePod.com / [Daily Chinese Podcasts (mp3 files), from newbie to advanced]
B
http://en1.chinabroadcast.cn/2432/more/2406/2406more_5.htm [Beginning dialogs, with pinyin and English]

**
http://www.cctv.com/program/TravelinChinese_newold/01/index.shtml [Chinese with a travel theme; transcript available on website]
I,A
http://www.multilingualbooks.com/onl...ese.html#china [Online Television and Radio]

A
http://www.cctv.com/program/jjbxs/01/index.shtml [videos and transcripts of many shows are available on the site. A little like a more commercialized version of "60 Minutes." The show covers many subjects, not just the economy, despite its name.]

Reading

B,I,A
http://wwwpersonal.umich.edu/%7Edporter/sampler/sampler.html [Various Reading Materials graded by level, Simplified]

I,A
http://www.NewsInChinese.com [Daily newsclips with Chinese/English ANnotation]

I,A
http://zh.wikisource.org/wiki/%E9%A6%96%E9%A1%B5 [Searchable Chinese ‘free library’]

Flashcard/Vocabulary

B,I
http://www.oneaday.org/ [One Chinese saying per day]

B,I
http://www.zein.se/patrick/3000char.html [List of 3000 most common characters, with examples of usage]


A
http://residence.educities.edu.tw/wei3128/currinstruc/wordclause/generwordgrd9.htm [List of Vocabulary learned in Taiwan, Grades 1-9]

I
http://polycrit.com/CharactersGraded.txt [Graded list of Vocabularly learned in Taiwanese schools, Grades 1-9, in simplified]

A
http://www.chs.edu.sg/chinese/idiom250.htm [250 Common Idioms that high school graduates should know, link to more]

**
http://myflashcards.sourceforge.net/ [Chinese Flashcard generator]

** 
http://www.flashcardexchange.com/tag/chinese?page=1 [Flashcard exchange]

*Are the flashcards in simplified or traditional?

A**
http://www.kuibu.com/default.htm []

A
http://www.shooter.com.cn/ [Chinese subtitles/script for Chinese movies (for movies that you may have downloaded from lib.verycd.com).]

Grammar

I
http://berlin.cls.yale.edu/chineseusagedictionary/ [Grammar explained]
Textbook – I am leaving this out for now. I know my textbook selections are generally based on what’s available.

Other – Technology (paid and unpaid)

G
http://www.pleco.com/products.html [Palm/PocketPC; $99.95 for version with John deFrancis's excellent ABC dictionary, allows for a instant definition while reading on your PDA - works the best with TealDoc on Palm; excellent full-featured flashcard system]

G
http://wakan.manga.cz/ [PC; Chinese and Japanese dictionary, text editor, vocabulary manager, and text translation tool]

G
http://wenlin.com/ [$249, with academic discounts possible; PC/Mac; includes the ABC dictionary; provides mouse-over pinyin and definitions and unique features such as one-click searches for all characters containing a component or all phrases containing a character]

G
http://www.chinese-tools.com/resources/windows-xp.html [Installing Chinese in Windows XP]

Other – Other

G
http://hanyu.chi.cuhk.edu.hk/ [Mandarin and Cantonese term converter]

Language Partners

I
http://qq.bur.st/ [Using QQ chat to learn Chinese]

**
http://www.polyglot-learn-language.com/ [Meeting language partners online]
**
http://www.langex.net/
Other – For Fun

G
http://www.hanzismatter.com/ [Dedicated to exposing the misuse of Chinese characters]

G
http://www.signese.com/ [Characters in action]

Language Programs and Scholarships

G
http://www.csc.edu.cn/en/ [Chinese Scholarship Council website. Includes lists of scholarships, universities that accept foreign students, and visa information]

Travel

G
http://www.travelchinaguide.com [General information]

G,I
www.ctrip.com [For booking local and international travel]

G
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/china-trains/index.htm [Train timetables]
G
www.cyclechina.com [Bike tours in China]

Living and Jobs

G
www.chinese-forums.com [Anything you ever wanted to now]

G
www.thatsbj.com [An expat magazine with classifieds for Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou]

G
http://www.ebeijing.gov.cn/ [Beijing's official government websites, with information on almost everything]

A
www.sina.com/ [Classified listings of local apartments]

